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MEMBER FOR PERTH 
Personal Explanation 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [10.08 am] - by leave:  I wish to make a clarifying statement in relation to a story in 
The West Australian this morning involving two of my constituents.  One, a journalist, contacted me yesterday, 
and the other, a constituent and a friend, contacted me as his local member.  According to the journalist, there is 
no Corruption and Crime Commission involvement in the police investigation that is referred to in the article.  
According to the journalist, no charges have been laid against my constituent.  I imagine our excellent police 
service speaks to numerous constituents and friends of all members of Parliament each week to assist them in 
various inquiries.  I find the headline in The West Australian extraordinary.  I do not believe that the journalist 
wrote that headline.   

A constituent, who is also a friend, rang me in a distressed state on Sunday night.  He had driven home that day 
from mining operations near Meekatharra.  Soon after, his daughter was pulled over in a quiet street near their 
home and given a speeding ticket.  As all good MPs know, we often get angry and distressed calls from 
constituents and friends aggrieved at getting parking tickets or speeding fines and having other unpleasant 
interactions with government agencies.  As many of us know, speaking to a person’s MP is a way for them to let 
off steam.  I can assure the house that, like all the members of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption 
and Crime Commission, I clearly know the boundaries between by duties as a local MP and my role as a 
committee member.  The JSCCCC does not act on any operational allegation.  Any attempt to lodge a complaint 
with the committee is dealt with by ensuring that the complainant goes first to the CCC.  If the complainant is 
unhappy with the CCC’s treatment of the complaint, the complainant can go to the parliamentary inspector.  If 
the complainant is at a later stage unhappy with the parliamentary inspector’s treatment of the complaint, the 
committee may consider the complaint.   

Clearly, as a member of a parliamentary committee I would make no comment on any confidential matters 
before the committee.  At the risk of stating the obvious, if any matter were ever to come before our committee - 
having been through the proper processes outlined - that involved a constituent or a friend, a committee 
member’s association would be declared.  As a committee member or its chair, I would not take part in any 
recommendation regarding such a matter if it were deemed serious by the committee.  I adhere closely to the 
conflict of interest policy developed by the CCC.   
 


